
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Electric system 
improvements near you   

You are receiving this newsletter because you are near 
the 551L Transmission Line Rebuild and we want your 
input. 

DEFINITION: 

Transmission  
Transmission lines make up 

Alberta’s electric highway, linking 

the places where power is 

generated to your community 

where power is used. Transmission 

lines transport large amounts of 

power over long distances from 

power plants across the province. 

The transmission system connects 

diverse sources of power 

generation including wind, high-

efficiency coal, natural gas and 

more. 

 

Wooden structures on the 551L transmission line have reached the end of 

their life cycle and must be replaced in order to maintain the reliability of 

the electric system in your area. The newly rebuilt transmission line will 

reduce safety risks and provide reliable power to your community. 

We are providing you with the following: 

 project details 

 a map of the proposed project area 

 where additional information is available 

 information about how you can provide your input 

 the project schedule 

 

551L Transmission Line Rebuild 

AltaLink’s transmission system efficiently 

delivers electricity to 85 per cent of 

Albertans. Dedicated to meeting the 

growing need for electricity, AltaLink 

connects Albertans to renewable, reliable 

and low-cost power. With a commitment 

to community and environment, AltaLink 

is ensuring the transmission system will 

support Albertans’ quality of life for years 

to come. Learn more at www.altalink.ca. 

. 

 

1-877-267-1453 

stakeholderrelations@altalink.ca 

www.altalink.ca/projects 

 

CONTACT US 

September 2015 

http://www.altalink.ca/


 
 

 

  

Project details 
The proposed project involves replacing the aging wooden 

structures and wire on the 551L transmission line within Banff 

National Park with new, taller structures and removing trees 

along the right-of-way that could potentially fall onto the line. 

The 551L transmission line is located between the Town of 

Banff and the Village of Lake Louise, and is approximately 60 

kilometres (37 miles) long. The line connects the Lake Louise 

Substation to the Banff Substation. 

The existing structures on the 551L line were built in the early 

1960s. The age of the wooden structures, in addition to 

encroaching trees, present risks to the reliability of the 

electric system west of the Town of Banff and in the Lake 

Louise area. The 551L line is composed of wood pole 69 kV 

structures, approximately 12 metres (40 feet) tall and exists in 

a right-of-way approximately 20 metres (65 feet) wide. To 

prevent the risk of outages in your area, we are proposing to 

replace these structures with similar, taller wood pole 

structures to meet the current electrical code  and 

engineering standards. The average height increase of the 

structures will be two metres (six feet). 

The rebuilt line will require a clearing of “danger trees” (trees 

with the potential of falling onto the line), up to a distance of 

approximately 15 metres (50 feet) from the edge of the right-

of-way on both sides of the line. The clearing of danger trees 

is intended to reduce the number of outages caused by tree 

contacts with the line. Certain areas along the right-of-way 

will maintain their tree cover for ecological and aesthetic 

reasons. Vegetation will be left at specific intervals along the 

right-of-way for wildlife use.  

AltaLink will attempt to reduce visibility of the cleared right-

of-way and rebuilt line from nearby roads. Approximately two 

to four per cent of the line will be more visible after 

completing construction. In some key areas, the visibility of 

the line will be reduced.   

In addition, a FortisAlberta-owned distribution line currently 

attached to the 551L structures in and near the Town of Banff 

will be buried underground.  

There are no planned outages for residents and business in 

the project area during construction and AltaLink will work to 

maintain service throughout the project. 

 

Above: A structure on the existing 551L line. 



 
 

 

Detailed Environmental Impact Assessment 
AltaLink, in consultation with Parks Canada, has completed a draft Detailed Environmental Impact Assessment (DEIA) 

to identify baseline conditions within the project area and assess the effects of the project on natural and cultural 

resources within Banff National Park. The DEIA evaluates the effects of the project on: 

 air quality 

 geography and soils 

 vegetation (ecosites, plants and vegetation communities) 

 wildlife and wildlife habitat 

 hydrology and aquatic resources 

 cultural and visitor features  

Additional information is gathered from consultation with the relevant agencies, federal regulators and the public. 

Potential effects from project impacts are identified so that mitigations can be developed to minimize or eliminate 

these effects. The draft DEIA has been completed for Parks Canada on this project and copies will be available at our 

open house. 

Providing your input 
AltaLink will contact affected stakeholders near the proposed transmission line project to gather input and address 

questions or concerns. Parks Canada is reviewing the DEIA and will contact the relevant agencies for their input. 

Comments on the DEIA may be submitted directly to Parks Canada using the contact information on the back page. 

After the consultation process is complete, AltaLink will provide Parks Canada a summary of the input received. 

Once the DEIA is finalized and consultation is complete, Parks Canada will make a decision on the project. AltaLink 

may file information with the Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC) as required. AltaLink will notify stakeholders once a 

decision has been reached about the project.  

Next steps  
Attend our open house 

Please join us at our information session. We will be available to share information, gather your input and respond 

to any questions or concerns you might have. 

Date Location  Address Time 

Thursday,  
October  22, 2015 

The Fenlands Banff 
Recreation Centre 

100 Mt. Norquay Road 
Banff, AB 

3 p.m. – 6.30 p.m. 

Anticipated project schedule 

Notify and consult with stakeholders Fall 2015 

File summary of consultation with Parks Canada and file information 
with Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC) if required 

Fall 2015 

Start construction if project is approved  Winter 2015 

Construction completed December 2020 
Although we attempt to follow the anticipated project schedule it is subject to change. We will continue to provide you with updated schedule 

information if required as the project progresses and construction notices when work is planned in your area. 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact us 
To learn more about the proposed project please contact: 

ALTALINK 

1-877-267-1453 (toll free) 

E-mail: stakeholderrelations@altalink.ca 

Website: www.altalink.ca/projects  

To learn more about Parks Canada’s DEIA process or to submit comments, 

please contact: 

PARKS CANADA 

Shelagh Wrazej, Wildlife Biologist 

Phone: 250-347-6168 

E-mail: shelagh.wrazej@pc.gc.ca 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRIVACY COMMITMENT  

AltaLink is committed to protecting your privacy. Collected personal information will be 

protected under AltaLink’s Privacy Policy and the Freedom of Information and Protection of 

Privacy Act. As part of the regulatory process for new transmission projects, AltaLink may 

provide your personal information to Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC). For more 

information about how AltaLink protects your personal information, visit our website at 

www.altalink.ca/privacy or contact us directly via e-mail privacy@altalink.ca or phone at 1-

877-267-6760. 
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In the period from 2003-2012 

there were 16 outages caused 

by interference, leading to 59 

hours of total outage time to 

customers along the Banff 551L 

transmission line. Tree contact 

with the line, lightning strikes 

and animal contact with the line 

were the primary cause of 

outages on the line. The new 

design is expected to result in 

substantially reduced risk of 

wildlife and tree contacts with 

the line. 

DID YOU KNOW? 

INCLUDED IN THIS 
INFORMATION 
PACKAGE: 

 


